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FROM THE DIRECTOR

CEO

We have been active 
on multiple fronts 
since the official 
opening of the Brian 
Mulroney Institute of 
Government (BMIG) 
at StFX in the fall of 
2019. In addition to 
devoting considerable 

faculty resources to augmenting the Public Policy 
and Governance Program (PGOV), several new 
courses have been made available to our students. 
Moreover, thanks to the ongoing efforts of Prime 
Minister Mulroney and the generosity of dozens of 
donors, we have been able to set aside $17 million 
in student bursaries and scholarships, making 
PGOV the best- funded undergraduate program in 
Canada. Students enrolled in PGOV have an 
opportunity to take on summer internships and to 
engage in experiential learning. Our two Irving 
Shipbuilding Chairs, Drs. Adam Lajeunesse and 
Peter Kikkert, have involved several students in 
research trips which have proven invaluable.

BMIG has also become a hive of research 
activity over the past 12 months. We have 
published  books  through the Institute and with 
leading academic presses. The Institute has 
recently entered into a partnership with 
McGill-Queen?s University Press to launch a new 
monograph series entitled, The Brian Mulroney 
Institute of Government Studies in Leadership, Public 
Policy, and Governance. The first title in the series, 
Braver Canada, co- authored by Derek H. Burney 
and Fen Osler Hampson is to be released in the 
spring of 2020. Additional titles, including one on 
the 2019 Canadian federal election, will be 
published later this year. 

The BMIG has also established a Distinguished 
Speakers Series to bring prominent academics, 
policymakers, journalists, and other opinion leaders 
to campus. Dr. Ian R. Brodie, former chief of staff 
to Prime Minister Stephen Harper, was our 
inaugural speaker. Jeffrey Simpson, award- winning 
National Affairs columnist with The Globe and Mail, 

will be speaking on the relationship between 
Canada and the United States on 19 March 2020. 
We have also collaborated with several other 
research institutes in Canada to author the 2019 
Survey of Canadians that generated widespread 
exposure. We are also involved in the 2020 survey.

To expand our range of research topics, the 
BMIG established the Resident Fellows Program in 
2020. This program brings together a diverse 
group of talented scholars from various academic 
disciplines on campus to share their expertise and 
knowledge. Efforts are also underway to create a 
Non-Resident Fellows program to encourage 
scholars, policy practitioners, and other public 
policy experts to take up residence at the Institute 
for brief periods. We are also in the process of 
establishing a Digital Policy Lab with a focus on 
public opinion and voting behaviour. Housed in 
Mulroney Hall, the Lab will be an environment in 
which students and researchers may explore the 
reactions of Canadians to various public policy 
issues. With the support of IBM, the Lab will 
further enhance the Institute?s profile.

Finally, BMIG has greatly increased its media 
profile over the past year. Scholars at the Institute 
have given dozens of interviews to the print and 
broadcast media on a host of public policy issues. 
We have no doubt that our media presence will 
continue to grow.

We are very proud of what we have 
accomplished since our official opening. There is 
considerable reason to be optimistic and excited 
about our future. With continued support, we will 
continue to help train students to become leaders 
in the governmental and non- governmental 
community, and, through our research and 
outreach activities, will fill an important niche on 
the public policy landscape.

Donald E. Abelson 



Mulroney Hall

The Brian Mulroney Institute of Government was 
born out of the Rt. Hon. Brian Mulroney?s belief that 
the education and encouragement of future leaders 
are the best paths to creating a stronger Canada. 
These beliefs and the values that support them were 
shaped and guided by the Prime Minister?s 
experiences as an undergraduate at St. Francis Xavier 
University. Locating the BMIG on StFX?s picturesque 
campus brings his commitment to promoting civic 
engagement full circle. Mulroney Hall is a 
state- of- the art building designed to maximize 
accessible areas for student and community 
gatherings, and productive study in bright, open 
spaces. Over a dozen classrooms and research spaces 
feature smart technology and telepresence 
capabilities to enhance the student learning 
experience. Mulroney Hall?s Joyce Family Atrium, the 
?Campus Living Room,? is a large multi- level, 
multi- purpose space envisioned as a gathering place 
for students. The building?s 300- seat Barrick 
Auditorium has already hosted campus and 
community events, and its dedicated art gallery space 
will be completed in Spring 2020.

Mulroney Hall also celebrates the Prime Minister?s 
lifelong dedication to public service. The building 
features several interactive displays and exhibits that 
explore Mr. Mulroney?s life at StFX through his time 
as the 18th Prime Minister of Canada. Immersive 
pods along Scholar?s Walk provide videos of Mr. 
Mulroney?s appearances and speeches, including 
digital photo albums sharing pictures of the diverse 
visitors he encountered while in office. Mulroney 
Hall?s central feature is an exact replica of the Prime 
Minister?s office, including the historically accurate 
view of Parliament Hill as seen from the office?s 
windows.

Mulroney Hall?s interior and exterior are as inspiring 
and innovative as the centre for undergraduate 
training and research it houses.

Publications



In the two years since its 
inception, the BMIG has 
become an active publishing 
body, pushing policy relevant 
research into the public 
sphere through book series, 
special editions, journals, 
e- books, and occasional 
papers. 

Working on the assumption 
that public policy research is 
only as good as its 
dissemination and impact, 
the Institute remains 
committed to putting its 
work in front of those that 
want it and need it.

RESEARCH AT 
WORK

The Canadian Naval Review is a hybrid 
academic/ professional journal examining a 
wide range of maritime security issues. 
Looking at strategic concepts, policies, 
oceans policy, and marine affairs this 
initiative brings together members of the 
Canadian defense and academic 
communities to promote strategic thinking 
and good security policy.

Publications

As part of the BMIG?s efforts to generate 
timely and relevant policy research the 
Institute has partnered with The American 
Review of Canadian Studies to publish a 
special issue examining the impact of the 
Trump administration on Canada-US 
relations. The issue?s articles are from a 
distinguished group of scholars, covering 
the economic, social, and diplomatic fields. 

This volume, edited by BMIG Adjunct faculty 
Whitney Lackenbauer, is a comprehensive look at 
Canadian defence and security governance in the 
Arctic. Distributed widely to Armed Forces and 
government officials, Whole of Government 
Through an Arctic Lens has become the go- to 
source for understanding how Canadian security 
agencies operate and cooperate in the North.



The BMIG has partnered with McGill-Queen?s University Press for a forthcoming publication series. Titles 
in this series address critical issues facing Canada at home and abroad and the efforts policymakers at all 
levels of government have made to address a host of complex and multifaceted policy concerns. Books in 
this series receive financial support from the BMIG. In keeping with the Institute?s mandate, these studies 
explore how leaders involved in key policy initiatives arrived at their decisions and what lessons can be 
learned. Combining rigorous academic analysis with thoughtful recommendations, this series compels 
readers to think more critically about how and why elected officials make certain policy choices, and how, in 
concert with other stakeholders, they can better navigate an increasingly complicated and crowded 
marketplace of ideas.

First book (Spring 2020):

Braver Canada: Shaping Our Destiny in a Precarious 
World

By Derek H. Burney and Fen Osler Hampson

The first book in the BMIG-MQUP series is Braver 
Canada, a broad study of the challenges facing 
Canada in its global economic, political, and security 
engagements. The book continues BMIG?s mandate 
to provide a Canada- forward platform for exploring 
and influencing major policy issues. The authors, a 
former Canadian ambassador and a renowned 
Canadian scholar in global security and politics, 
analyze the rise of populism, protectionism, and 
authoritarianism, situating Canada?s position in 
relation to these global shifts. The book focuses on 
competitiveness, trade, energy, environment, and 
immigration issues, and proffers new strategies for 
continuing Canadian prosperity in the public and 
private sector.

BMIG STUDIES IN LEADERSHIP, PUBLIC POLICY, AND 
GOVERNANCE



This series is a collection of operational histories, generated from firsthand accounts and official 
government narratives. Reproduced here as short e- books, each volume offers a unique window into the 
evolution of Canada?s northern deployments and capabilities, as well as a detailed look at the challenges 
faced by the Canadian Armed Forces during its multi- generational effort to develop and maintain its 
operational capabilities in the Arctic.

With these volumes, the authors and volume editors hope to highlight important lessons learned from past 
activity while adding fresh insights and  a fuller context to our understanding of Canada?s defence 
operations and responsibilities in the North. And, in so doing, to inform decision- making today.

ARCTIC OPERATIONAL HISTORIES



As a primarily undergraduate 
institution, StFX and the BMIG offer 
students unparalleled opportunities 
to work with their professors in 
cutting- edge research.

Student engagement is a 
cornerstone of the BMIG?s teaching 
philosophy, and our chairs are 
actively engaged in preparing 
undergraduates for real- world 
responsibilities. Working with faculty 
advisors, students serve as assistant 
editors, managers, and researchers 
with the Canadian Naval Review, the 
Arctic Operational Histories, and the 
BMIG?s occasional papers. Over the 
past year, students have joined 
exciting research trips to 
Washington, DC and Ottawa while 
working with BMIG Chairs on areas 
as diverse as Chinese maritime 
policy to remote Search and Rescue.

ENGAGING 
STUDENTS

STUDENTS AT SEA

In October 2019, BMIG Chair Peter Kikkert travelled with 
several students to High Arctic communities that few Canadians 
will ever visit. Assisting Kikkert to design and implement 
workshops, focus groups, and interviews in Kugluktuk, 
Cambridge Bay, and Gjoa Haven, Nunavut, these students 
made a meaningful contribution as part of a larger project 
examining search and rescue and emergency management in the 
North. Early in 2020, Dr. Kikkert travelled North again with two 
more PGOV students, visiting the High Arctic Research Station 
in Cambridge Bay while facilitating the Kitikmeot Roundtable on 
Search and Rescue. While other schools might rely on graduate 
students to conduct this kind of work, the unique emphasis that 
the BMIG places on the undergraduate experience ensures that 
these exceptional opportunities are available to our 
undergraduates.

In 2020, the BMIG is partnering with the Royal Canadian Navy 
on the new ?Students at Sea? initiative. In experiential learning at 
its most exciting, groups of students from security studies 
courses will travel to the Canadian Navy Yards in Halifax to tour 
submarines and patrol ships and head out into the Atlantic 
aboard a frigate. Getting out of the classroom and out to see 
how things are done is critical. Defence studies just got more 
interesting.

STUDENTS NORTH



4th Year Students Brenna Martell and 
Marcus Cuomo outside Gjoa Haven, NU



The Right Honourable Brian Mulroney Scholarships [2 each year]
$60,000 (Awarded over 4 years)
Renewable scholarships awarded to 2 students per year for a total of 8 award holders.

Sobeys Entrance Scholarship [2 each year]
$40,000 ($10,000/year, renewable for 4 years)
Open to all students enrolling into the PGOV program directly from high school with a minimum entrance average 
of 85%. Awards are renewable for 4 years with continuation in Bachelor of Arts with Major or Minor in PGOV and 
an 80% average.

Irving Family Scholarships [3 each year]
$20,000 ($5,000/year, renewable for 4 years)
Open to all students enrolling into the PGOV program directly from high school and to students already enrolled in 
a BA with a Major or Minor in PGOV. A minimum 85% average is required for entrance scholarship and a minimum 
80% average in the previous year required for those already enrolled. Awards are renewable for 4 years with 
continuation in Bachelor of Arts with Major or Minor in PGOV and an 80% average.

Mila Mulroney Scholarship for African Nova Scotian Students [4 each year]
$15,000 ($3,000, renewable for up to 4 years)
Open to all African Nova Scotian students enrolling into the PGOV program directly from high school or to African 
Nova Scotian students already enrolled in a Bachelor of Arts with a Major or Minor in PGOV, or a Major in Political 
Science, Economics, Developmental Studies, or Women and Gender Studies. A minimum 70% average is required 
for the entrance scholarship and a minimum 80% average in the previous year required for those already enrolled. 
This award is renewable up to 4 years with maintenance of a 70% average.

The Weston Family Scholarship for International Exchange [6?8 each year]
$6,000
This award provides funding for student international exchanges. Awards would support one semester at an 
international partner university program offering courses equivalent to those at StFX and thus eligible for course 
credit at StFX. Awards are valued at up to $6,000 each for students enrolled in a BA with Major or Minor in PGOV. 
Students may re- apply to receive the award in multiple years.

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Student scholarships, bursaries, and experiential internships are a significant and defining feature of the Public Policy 
and Governance program at StFX. The following provides an outline and summary of student funding opportunities 
that will be available to students in 2020?21. 



Joyce Family Bursaries [25 each year]
$1,000?$4,000
Awards are based on student financial need and range from $1,000 to $4,000. First- year recipients must be 
enrolled in the PGOV program. Bursaries will be renewable in second, third, fourth years for students that have 
declared a Major or Minor in PGOV. Bursaries are also available to students already enrolled in a Bachelor of Arts 
program and taking courses in Public and Governance.

RBC Foundation Research Internships [8 each year]
$6,250
This funding will support up to 8 summer research internship awards valued at $6,250 each (which includes 
applicable benefits) for students enrolled in Bachelors programs at StFX. Students require a StFX faculty mentor 
from an appropriate area of expertise, who is willing to supervise the student during the internship. Eligibility requires 
enrollment in full- time studies in a StFX Bachelor?s degree during the most recent complete academic term (prior 
to the application deadline) and intent to return to full- time studies at StFX in the term following the Research 
Internship.

Joseph Armand Bombardier Student Internships [6 each year]
$6,000
These awards will support full- time summer employment within a public policy or governance- related position at a 
government or non- government organization. Internships will be awarded to students enrolled in a Bachelor of Arts 
with Major or Minor in PGOV at StFX. Students may re- apply to receive the award in multiple years.

Dahdaleh Scholarship for Indigenous Students [4 each year]
$15,000 ($3,000/year renewable for up to 4 years)
Open to all Indigenous Nova Scotian students enrolling into the PGOV program directly from high school or to 
Indigenous Nova Scotian students already enrolled in a Bachelor of Arts with a Major or Minor in PGOV, or a Major 
in Political Science, Economics, Developmental Studies, or Women and Gender Studies. A minimum 70% average 
is required for the entrance scholarship and a minimum 80% average in the previous year required for those already 
enrolled. This award is renewable up to 4 years with maintenance of a 70% average.

David & Hildegarde Mahoney Scholarship
$10,000
This award is available to a student enrolling in the PGOV program directly from a U.S.- based high school.

Eldee Foundation ? UN Service Learning Bursary [4 each year]
$4,000
Available to students participating in Model UN.

David Marley Scholarship [4 each year]
$8,000
Available to students enrolling in the PGOV program directly from high school.



Michael Mulroney Scholarship [4 each year]
$10,000
Available to students enrolling in the PGOV program directly from high school.

Sister Peggy Butts Bursary [4 each year]
$7,000
Available to students enrolling directly from high school.

Thomas O?Shea Scholarship [4 each year]
$7,000
Available to students enrolling directly from high school.

Bogdanka Pivni?ki Scholarship [4 each year]
$7,000
Available to students enrolling in the PGOV program directly from high school.

Guy R. Savard Bursary [1 over 4 years]
$50,000 ($12,500/year renewable for 4 years)
Open to students from rural Quebec enrolling directly from high school/CEGEP and taking courses associated with 
Public Policy and Governance Program. Must demonstrate financial need.

Scotiabank Entrance Scholarship [1 each year]
$16,000 ($4,000/year renewable for 3 years)
Open to all students enrolling into the PGOV program directly from high school. A minimum 85% average is 
required for entrance scholarship. Awards are renewable for 4 years with continuation in Bachelor of Arts with Major 
or Minor in PGOV and an 80% average. 



documents, which will include 
speeches, memoranda, as well as 
government materials, will form 
the basis of what the BMIG 
anticipates will be a searchable 
?one- stop? policy archive for 
students, scholars, and the public 
at large.

and themes they have been 
studying in their courses. Many 
of the participants spoke highly 
of being able to see a 
government in action and the 
positive impact of experiential 
learning on their studies in 
general.

For Summer 2020, the BMIG 
will be recruiting three students 
to develop a policy archive that 
will be hosted on the Institute?s 
website. The students will be 
gathering and organizing primary 
documents related to policy 
decisions covering subjects such 
as Canada-US relations, free 
trade, and the North and Arctic. 
Students will have an opportunity 
to conduct archival research for 
an interdisciplinary project at the 
intersection of governance 
studies and public history. The 

Public policy and governance 
students experienced their 
studies firsthand when they 
travelled to Halifax on November 
8, 2019, to meet and engage 
with provincial politicians and 
policymakers. Dr. Peter Kikkert, 
BMIG?s Irving Shipbuilding Chair 
in Arctic Policy, organized the 
trip with Antigonish MLA and 
Minister of Health and Wellness 
Randy Delorey. Students were 
able to meet with officials on the 
Executive Council and from 
several departments, including 
finance, health, and 
environment. The trip exposed 
students to the different career 
pathways that public policy can 
set them on and provided them 
with an opportunity to hear from 
the actual practitioners on the 
skills they should be working on 
as they complete their 
undergraduate degree. Students 
were encouraged to ask 
questions related to the issues 

Students visit  the 
Halifax Legislature to 

meet with staff, 
bureaucrats, and 
ministers to get a 
first-hand  look at 

governance  and to 
talk with the people 

making the decisions 
that affect their lives.

GOVERNANCE IN 
PERSON

BMIG ARCHIVAL 
INTERNS



The BMIG is dedicated to 
supporting policy- relevant 
research analysis with the aim of 
championing the creation of 
evidence- based public policy. 
Central to this dedication is the 
BMIG?s deep commitment to 
public policy engagement. 
Encouraging and facilitating 
faculty interactions with 
policymakers and practitioners 
establishes new lines of 
communication that serve to 
strengthen the exchange of 
ideas between stakeholders and 
scholars. As active participants 
in the policymaking process, 
whether its testifying before 
parliamentary committees or 
speaking directly to government 
officials and community leaders, 
BMIG associates are not only 
able to identify gaps in public 
policy coverage and challenges 
to implementing public policy 
but can also expedite solutions 
to these issues. Informed and 
dynamic public policy 
engagement effects real- world 
change. This underscores the 
important ways in which 
scholarship can have a 
transformative impact on public 
policy. And this can only come 
from engaged scholars.

One of Canada?s most sought- after experts in the field of Arctic policy and 
security, Adam Lajeunesse is a frequent contributor to government policy 
consultations. He has presented evidence to Canadian Senate and House of 
Commons committees and lectured to the Departments of National Defence, 
Global Affairs and other Canadian security 
agencies. He is a regular participant at the 
federal government?s interdepartmental 
Arctic Security Working Group, has taught at 
the Canadian Forces College, and is a regular 
speaker at the NATO Defence College in 
Rome. Recently, Lajeunesse was one of two 
academics invited to participate in the 
revision of the Canadian Army?s Arctic 
Operating doctrine; that same year he 
participated in policy reviews by both the 
Departments of National Defence and 
Global Affairs and spoke at the Arctic 
Security Forces Roundtable, a four- star 
meeting of NATO defence leaders.

BMIG Chair Helping to Shape Arctic  Policy

In 2019, the BMIG launched its Distinguished Speakers Series. The series brings 
prominent Canadian and international academic and professional experts to the 
Institute to share their unique perspectives on public policy and governance. Ian 
R. Brodie, former chief of staff to Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper, was the series? 
inaugural speaker. The series? mission is to 
foster debate and dialogue, actively 
engaging students, faculty, and the larger 
StFX community in conversations about 
understanding the power of public policy. 
Through the Distinguished Speakers 
Series, the BMIG strives to inspire 
students to make a meaningful impact on 
their communities and the world at large. 
The BMIG will welcome Jeffrey Simpson, 
renowned Canadian journalist and former 
National Affairs columnist for The Globe 
and Mail, in March 2020.

DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER SERIES
Public Policy 
Engagement



Given his work on safety issues, emergency 
management, and search and rescue (SAR) in the 
Arctic, Peter Kikkert has been working to establish 
strong relationships with community- based SAR 
organizations throughout Nunavut, the Canadian 
Coast Guard (CCG) and Canadian Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, Joint Task Force North and 1 Canadian 
Ranger Patrol Group (1CRPG), and Nunavut 
Emergency Management (NEM). This policy 
engagement lead to an invitation to deliver a briefing 
on community- based SAR to the Arctic Security 
Working Group in November 2019, participation in 
1CRPG?s Ranger and Junior Canadian Ranger 
leadership training in Yellowknife, the chance to 
observe training and exercises in the North, and 
requests to produce briefing notes for NEM, CCG, 
and 1CRPG. Kikkert also organized the Kitikmeot 
Roundtable on SAR in January 2020, which brought 
together government agencies and community 
practitioner to discuss the state of SAR and 
emergency response in the Kitikmeot Region of 
Nunavut. 

Finally, Kikkert was invited by the U.S. State 
Department to participate in the International Visitor 
Leadership?s Program on Arctic SAR which ran from 
18 May to 8 June 2019. With four other Canadian 
academics and practitioners, Kikkert engaged with 
American organizations and agencies involved in SAR 
operations in Washington, Miami, Seattle, Juneau, 
and Anchorage. These meetings included significant 
discussion of current policies, challenges and 
opportunities, gaps in capabilities, and 
recommendations on how to strengthen 
Canadian-American cooperation to improve Arctic 
SAR.

WORKING WITH NORTHERNERS TO 

DEFINE ARCTIC SECURITY 



WORKING WITH THE MEDIA

An important component of the BMIG?s commitment to engaging communities in debate and 
dialogue about the impact of public policy and governance is providing accessible knowledge and 
expertise on these subjects. As such, many of the BMIG?s faculty and fellows are regular contributors 
to local, national, and international media platforms, including print, radio, television, and podcasts. 

The Institute?s director, Dr. Donald E. Abelson, is a sought- after media contributor. He has appeared 
on CTV News Channel and in US News & World Report and The Toronto Star, among many others. In 
2019, Dr. Abelson made over 30 media appearances, discussing Canada-US relations, the 
Democratic primaries, and the impeachment of President Donald Trump. 

Dr. Adam Lajeunesse, the Institute?s Irving Shipbuilding Chair in Canadian Arctic Marine Security, 
appeared frequently on television and radio in 2019 weighing in on American Arctic policy, Arctic 
sovereignty, and Canada?s naval capabilities in the Arctic for outlets such as Global News, CBC 
News, and The Walrus.

Resident Fellows Dr. Yvon Grenier and Dr. James Bickerton are regular radio guests during federal 
election cycles. Dr. Grenier is also a regular commentator for Radio Canada and the CBC, where he 
shares his expertise on Latin American governments.

The People



CEO

The People

RESEARCH CHAIRS

Donald E. Abelson, PhD is Director, Brian Mulroney Institute of 
Government, Steven K. Hudson Chair in Canada-US Relations, and 
Professor, Political Science, St. Francis Xavier University. He is the 
author of several books including Do Think Tanks Matter? Assessing the 
Impact of Public Policy Institutes (3rd ed., McGill-Queen?s University 
Press 2018), Think Tanks, Foreign Policy, and Geo-Politics: Pathways to 
Influence (Routledge 2017, with Stephen Brooks and Xin Hua), and 
Northern Lights: Exploring Canada?s Think Tank Landscape 
(McGill-Queen?s University Press 2016). In addition to his research 
and teaching interests in the fields of comparative politics and 
international relations, Dr. Abelson is a regular commentator on major 
media outlets throughout North America and Europe.

Adam Lajeunesse, PhD is the Irving Shipbuilding Chair in Canadian Arctic 
Marine Security and an Assistant Professor in Public Policy and 
Governance. Dr. Lajeunesse specializes in Northern sovereignty and 
security and is the author of the award winning Lock, Stock, and Icebergs: A 
History of the Northwest Passage.

Dr. Peter Kikkert is the Irving Shipbuilding Chair in Arctic Policy and 
Assistant Professor in Public Policy and Governance. Dr. Kikkert?s research 
focuses on safety, security, sovereignty, and governance issues in the polar 
regions. He has published on the evolution of international law in the Arctic 
and Antarctic, and the Canadian-American defence relationship in the 
North.



Distinguished Fellows

Dr. Douglas M. Brown is Associate Professor of Political Science at StFX. His research areas include 
intergovernmental relations in Canada, fiscal federalism in Canada, and Canadian regional politics with a focus on 
the Atlantic Provinces.

Dr. Peter Clancy is a Senior Research Professor in the Department of Political Science at StFX. His work centres 
on the interplay of economic and political interests in settings such as business politics and natural resource 
industries.

Resident Fellows

Dr. James Bickerton is Professor of Political Science at StFX. His research interests are in the areas of federalism, 
regionalism, and electoral politics in Canada.

Dr. Patricia Cormack is Full Professor in the Department of Sociology at StFX. She researches the place of the 
Canadian state in everyday life and the state?s role in cultivating nationalism.

Dr. Yvon Grenier is Professor of Political Science at StFX. His current work examines Canadian foreign policy 
toward Cuba, Mexico, and Venezuela, with a focus on human rights and the promotion of democratic values.

Dr. Jamie Levin is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at StFX. His work focuses on the 
role of weapons in the resolution of civil wars.

Dr. Katie Aubrecht is Canada Research Chair in Health Equity and Social Justice and Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Sociology at StFX. She leads an interdisciplinary research program that maps health services, 
social policies, and community resources related to marginality, mental health, and resilience, with a focus on rural 
communities in Atlantic Canada.

Dr. Louis Groarke is Full Professor in the Philosophy Department at StFX. His research focuses on political 
theory, moral philosophy, aesthetics, logic, Aristotle, and the history of philosophy.

Dr. Bhavik Parikh is Associate Professor of Finance at the Schwartz School of Business at StFX. His research 
focuses on international finance, tax evasion, and Islamic finance.

Dr. David Young is Full Professor in the Faculty of Education at StFX. Broadly, his research focuses on 
educational administration and policy; his current work deals with issues pertaining to law and education.

The Brian Mulroney Institute of Government Resident Fellows Program

In 2019, the BMIG established its Resident Fellows Program to create a network of scholars at StFX 
whose research has implications for the conduct and implementation of public policy and/or issues 
relating to governance. During their three- year appointment, each Fellow will present a public lecture 
and contribute to BMIG?s Occasional Paper series. The inaugural class of eight Resident Fellows and 
two Distinguished Fellows are recognized for their expertise across a range of disciplines (including 
political science, philosophy, sociology, health equity and social justice, conflict resolution, finance, 
and education) and will play a major role in enhancing the Institute?s research capacity
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