
 

 
  
  

 

PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU TO OPEN INAUGURAL ATLANTIC ECONOMIC 
FORUM AT STFX’S MULRONEY INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENT 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
June 13, 2023  
 
Antigonish, Nova Scotia - The Brian Mulroney Institute of Government at St. Francis 

Xavier University is pleased to announce that The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime 

Minister of Canada, will open the inaugural Atlantic Economic Forum. The event is taking 

place from June 19th – 21st in Antigonish, Nova Scotia.  

 

On Monday, June 19th at approximately 5:00pm ADT, the Prime Minister will address 

delegates and speak about Global Change & Inclusive Regional Economic Growth 

Opportunities for Atlantic Canada. The Prime Minister will be introduced by The Right 

Honourable Brian Mulroney. Monday night will also feature: Hon. Sean Fraser, Minister 

of Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship and MP for Central Nova; Hon. Ginette Petitpas 

Taylor, Minister of Official Languages, Minister responsible for the Atlantic Canada 

Opportunities Agency and MP for Moncton-Riverview-Dieppe; Hon. Tim Houston, 

Premier of Nova Scotia; and Hon. Frank McKenna.  

 

Panelists and speakers at the event include all four Atlantic premiers. The premiers will be 

joined by an impressive roster of business, government and policy leaders from across the 

region and beyond to connect and discuss economic growth and emerging opportunities 

in Atlantic Canada, including: Ken Langone, CEO, Invemed, and co-founder of The Home 

Depot; Annette Verschuren, Chair and CEO of NRStor Inc. and former President, Home 



Depot Canada; Karen Oldfield, CEO of Nova Scotia Health; Chief Terry Paul, Membertou 

First Nation; Dr. Sylvain Charlebois, Dalhousie University; Jennifer Wagner, a 

Breakthrough Energy Fellow based on PEI; Michelle Simms, CEO of Genesis in 

Newfoundland and Labrador; Dr. Herb Emery, Vaughan Chair in Regional Economics, 

University of New Brunswick; Andrew Parkin, CEO, Environics; and Kelley Lendsay, CEO, 

Indigenous Works, among others.  

 

The event is open for registration and spaces are filling quickly. Any individuals interested 

in Atlantic Canada’s economic future are encouraged to register and attend.  
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For more information, please contact: 
Cindy MacKenzie, StFX 
cmackenz@stfx.ca, 902-867-2401 
 
More information about how media can attend the conference will be provided in the 
coming days.  Media registration: https://www.stfx.ca/aef-media-registration 

 
 
About the Atlantic Economic Forum: 
Atlantic Canada is entering an exciting period of growth and opportunity, and the 
inaugural Atlantic Economic Forum will bring together local, national, and global leaders 
in business, government, and economic development together to help build a more 
prosperous future for our region. This forum is purposefully designed for leaders to 
connect and strategize ways to take action, focusing on the challenges facing Atlantic 
Canada and the many opportunities for renewed growth. 
Featuring keynotes, discussions, and debates on our most pressing market-related topics, 
the Forum will inspire, accelerate, and create tangible economic progress for our region. 
Please click here to view the conference Agenda.  
 
 
About St. Francis Xavier University (StFX) 
Established in 1853, St. Francis Xavier University (StFX) is consistently recognized as one 
of the best universities in Canada. StFX exceeds the needs of today’s undergraduates 
through providing the very best academic experience -- outstanding teaching, 
exceptional hands-on research opportunities, and global exchanges -- all within Canada’s 
most vibrant and inspiring residential campus. Here, the focus is on the academic and the 
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personal development of every student, making community and social engagement a 
large part of the learning experience. Our students are academically strong and highly 
engaged in every aspect of life, determined to make a positive impact on the world. For 
more, visit www.stfx.ca  
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